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3. After locating the book you want, click Borrow.
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4. Enter your library card number and 4-digit pin,
then click Sign In.
(You will have to
click Borrow once more
after signing in.)

Welcome!

Please sign in.

Card Number

5. A success message will appear in the
center of the screen. In the message,

s
click on Read now in browser, No _

downloads or software required!



8. Start reading! Click on the pages to turn them. Click the menu for more options.
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books on code breaking and the war.

I interviewed more than twenty surviving code breakers,
located in various ways. A few had contacted NSA, or their THE SECRET LETTERS
family members had. I placed notices on websites. I
obtained rosters and consulted databases to find contact
information. In other cases, friends and acquaintances

provided names, or, often, one woman would lead me to December 7, 1941
another. I also obtained civilian and military personnel
records that are publicly available in the National Archives The planes looked like distant pinpoints at first, and few
personnel records facility in St. Louis, Missouri. These who saw them took them seriously even up to the moment
were supplemented by high school and college yearbooks, they dropped their payloads. An Army private, training at a
scrapbooks, recruiting pamphlets, newspapers, personal radar station on the northern tip of Oahu, spotted a blip on
letters, and the very good alumnae records that many his screen suggesting that a large formation of planes was
colleges maintain. In some cases, of course, I had to trust headed for Hawaii, but when he pointed it out to his
the women’s memory, but a surprising amount of what they instructor and they called their superior, he told them not to
recollected could be confirmed with archival records. worry. The blip—he assumed—was just a group of
In just a few instances, however, archives proved American bombers, B-17 Flying Fortresses, arriving from
insufficient. I wish, for example, that I could include more California. A Navy commander, peering out his office
information on Arlington Hall’s African American unit, but ~ window, saw a plane going into a dive and figured it must
very few records of that unit seem to exist. <0 ITFFKa reckless American pilot. “Get that fellow’s number,”
I hz_we i_ncluded Elia_logue ?nly when it was relatedtoy LR 1.9 t\old his junior officer. “I want to report him.” Then the
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9. From the menu, you can go to other chapters (1), change the text size (2), toggle
between black on white or white on black text (3), and more.
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to trust headed for Hawaii, but when he pointed it out to his
‘hat they instructor and they called their superior, he told them not to
s. worry. The blip—he assumed—was just a group of
proved American bombers, B-17 Flying Fortresses, arriving from 3 LIGHTING
de more California. A Navy commander, peering out his office
unit, but window, saw a plane going into a dive and figured it must
be a reckless American pilot. “Get that fellow’s number,” BRIGHT) SERIAY DARK
d to me, he told his junior officer. “I want to report him.” Then the
resent. [ officer saw a dark shape fall out of the plane and whistle
ptin the downward.
And now, just minutes before eight a.m., the planes
erupted into full view, all of them, streaking in and filling
the mild sky like a swift-moving thundercloud: nearly two
hundred fighters and bombers, flown by Japan’s best pilots.
On the underside of their wings glowed the round red




